
Based on the career of an actual public company auditor.
* These salaries (which are in 2016 dollars) are approximate for the audit/assurance sector 
and vary depending on the size and location of the public company accounting firm.

Year 1  (New Hire): $48k - $59k*

I accepted a position at a public company 

accounting firm in New York City. I
N Y
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Year 5  (Senior  Associate)

I traveled between NYC and Los Angeles 

to lead a team responsible for auditing 

the client’s U.S operations.
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Year 6  
I trained for a marathon, realized I was 

crazy, and took up cycling instead.
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Year 7  (Manager):  $83K - $122K

I was promoted to Manager, but took a hiatus from 

auditing and began a three-year rotation in the 

firm’s National Professional Practice office in NYC.
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Year 8  
I met my partner, Antonio.
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Year 9  (Senior  Manager):  $120K - $141K

I was promoted to Senior Manager and a year later 

moved to Washington, D.C., to complete a two-year 

fellowship focusing on audit policy issues.
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Year 11   
Antonio and I took an amazing trip to Mexico where 

he popped the question and we got engaged!
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Year 12   (Senior  Manager):  $146K - $175K

At the end of my fellowship, I was offered a 

relocation package to move across the country to 

San Francisco to work on the audit for one of the 

largest and most recognized companies in the 

world.  #AuditorProud
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Year 3  (Senior Associate):  $55K - $75K

I made Senior Associate and started working directly with 

engagement partners on my assignments. I also started 

earning enough to buy my own condo in Manhattan.

Home
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MEET ETHAN RUTHERFORD Discover the possibilities of a 
career as an auditor. Follow the 
journey of Ethan from college 
student to successful auditing 
professional.

Discover Audit!


